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relievo, and other figures. In a little lobby before the
chapel, is the statue of Hannibal, a Bacchus very antique,
bustoes of Pan and Mercury, with other old heads. All
these noble statues, etc., belong to the city, and cannot
be disposed of to any private person, or removed hence,
but are preserved for the honor of the place, though great
sums have been offered for them by divers Princes,
lovers of art, and antiquity. We now left the Capitol,
certainly one of the most renowned places in the world,
even as now built by the design of the famous M.
Angelo.

Returning home by Ara Coeli, we mounted to it by
more than 100 marble steps, not in devotion, as I ob-
served some to do on their bare knees, but to see those
two famous statues of Constantine, in white marble,
placed there out of his baths. In this church is a
Madonna, reported to be painted by St. Luke, and a
column, on which we saw the print of a foot, which they
affirm to have been that of the Angel, seen on the Castle
of St. Angelo. Here the feast of our Blessed Savior's
nativity being yearly celebrated with divers pageants,
they began to make the preparation. Having viewed the
Palace and fountain, at the other side of the stairs, we
returned weary to our lodgings.

On the yth of November, we went again near the
Capitol, toward the Tarpeian rock, where it has a goodly
prospect of the Tiber. Thence, descending by the Tul-
lianum, where they told us St. Peter was imprisoned,
they showed us a chapel (S. Pietro de Vincoli) in which
a rocky side of it bears the impression of his face. In
the nave of the church gushes a fountain, which they
say was caused by the Apostle's prayers, when having
converted some of his fellow-captives he wanted water
to make them Christians. The painting of the Ascension
is by Raphael. We then walked about Mount Palatinus
and the Aventine, and thence .to the Circus Maximus,
capable of holding 40,000 spectators, now a heap of ruins,
converted into gardens. Then by the Forum Boarium,
where they have a tradition that Hercules slew Cacus,
some ruins of his temple remaining. The Temple of
Janus Quadrifrons, having four arches, importing the four
Seasons, and on each side niches for the months, is still
a substantial and pretty entire antiquity. Near to this isen's heads of incomparable work, six
